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Population Increase Large in 1948 


HE rate of population increase 
Te: the United States was ex- 

ceptionally high in 1948. As 
a result of a near-record number of 
births, the lowest death rate in the 
country’s history, and a sizable im- 
migration, the increase in population 
was close to 2,500,000. 

Births for the year totaled over 
3,650,000, the second highest figure 
on record. This estimate, which in- 
cludes an allowance for births not 
registered, is only about 6 percent be- 
low the all-time high of 3,910,000 
established in 1947. The last two 
years are the only ones in which 
births have risen above the 3,500,000 
mark, Actually, the birth rates 
throughout the war and postwar 
years have exceeded by a very con- 
siderable margin the levels antici- 
pated a decade ago. In five out of 
the eight years since 1940, the num- 
ber of births exceeded 3,000,000, and 
in two other years they were not 
much below that figure. The recent 
experience takes on added signifi- 
cance when compared with that of 
a decade earlier. In the 8-year period 
1941-1948, about 25,700,000 babies 
were born in our country, as com- 
pared with only 19,200,000 in 1931- 
1938. The total for the last 8 years 


thus is the greater by 6,500,000, or 
by one third. 

The births for 1948 correspond to 
a rate of 25 per 1,000 population, in- 
cluding the armed forces overseas. 
The year is the eighth in sequence in 
which the rate exceeded 20 per 1,000. 

A higher proportion of the babies 
born in 1948 will survive the haz- 
ardous first year of life than the 
babies of any year prior. In other 
words, the infant mortality rate has 
declined to a new minimum. The 
rate in 1948 was about 31 per 1,000 
live births, or nearly two fifths un- 
der the figure of only a decade ago. 
The reduction in infant mortality 
in this interval means the saving of 
75,000 infant lives in 1948 alone. 

Provisional figures indicate that 
the death rate in 1948 was a little 
over 9.9 per 1,000, or about 1% per- 
cent under the rate of the preceding 
year and slightly below the previous 
minimum recorded in 1946. The 
1948 record is even more impressive 
when allowance is made for the in- 
crease in the average age of the pop- 
ulation, which by itself tends to raise 
the crude death rate. 

The combination of a high birth 
rate and a low death rate in 1948 
yielded an unusually large natural 
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ANNUAL EXCESS OF BIRTHS OVER DEATHS IN THE UNITED STATES, 1930-1948 
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increase to the population. It is esti- 
mated that the excess of births over 
deaths in 1948 amounted to approxi- 
mately 2,200,000. With the sole ex- 
ception of 1947, the year just ended 
showed the largest gain through 
natural increase ever recorded for 
the United States; it is the third 
successive year in which the gain 
has exceeded 2,000,000, as is evi- 
dent from the chart above. The rate 
of natural increase for the year was 
about 1.5 percent, and with the ex- 
ception of 1947, the highest recorded 
in more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury. The year was also the sixth in 
the present decade in which the rate 
of increase exceeded 1 percent. 
The high rate of natural increase 


in the present decade has added 
nearly 15,000,000 to our population 
since the census of 1940. This figure 
exceeds by more than 65 percent the 
growth in population from both, 
natural increase and immigration in 
the entire decade beginning with 
1930. The population of the country 
at the end of 1948 was about 148,- 
000,000. Unless there is a sharp re- 
versal of the trends in births, deaths, 
and immigration, the population will 
pass the 150,000,000 mark by the 
time of the 1950 census, or shortly 
thereafter. In any case, the gain in 
population in the 1940’s will be the 
largest for any decade in our coun- 
try’s history and is not likely to be 
surpassed in the foreseeable future. 
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Marriages Decline in 1948 


[ Is estimated, on the basis of pro- 
visional information now avail- 
able, that there were about 1,850,000 
marriages in the United States in 
1948. This is somewhat less than the 
total of nearly 2,000,000 in 1947, 
and about one fifth below the all- 
time peak of 2,300,000 reached in 
1946. Nevertheless, marriages in 
1948 were still the third highest in 
our history, exceeding the total for 
every year prior to 1946. The most 
significant factor in keeping the 
marriage rate at a high level has 
been the satisfactory state of em- 
ployment prevailing during the year. 
The marriage rate is apparently re- 
turning to the normal peacetime pat- 
tern, in which annual fluctuations 
are influenced in large measure by 
business conditions. 

‘The variations in marriages, both 
monthly and annually, beginning 
with 1940, are shown in the chart on 
page 4; the figures relate to a large 
group of cities with a population of 
100,000 or more. The recent down- 
ward trend in marriages is clearly 
evident. In the early part of 1948, 
the curve fell to the lowest point 
since April 1945, the last full month 
of the war. On the whole, the 
monthly variations in marriage dur- 
ing 1948 conform closely to those 
for 1947; in both years the tradi- 
tional June peak is followed by a 
lesser peak in August and Septem- 
ber. However, for each month, the 
figure for 1948 was below that for 
1947, the decrease for the first 10 
months being more than 8 percent. 


Decreases in marriages from 1947 
to 1948 were experienced in each 
section of the country. This marks 
the second successive year of a 
country-wide fall in the marriage 
record. In both instances, the de- 
creases, based upon a comparison of 
the first 10 months, were relatively 
greatest in the cities of the South 
Atlantic and the East South Cen- 
tral States. In the latter area alone, 
the drop from 1947 to 1948 was 
more than 20 percent, a greater re- 
duction than from 1946 to 1947. On 
the other hand, the cities in the 
northeast, as a unit, experienced the 
smallest relative decrease in mar- 
riages for the second year in suc- 
cession; the average drop for this 
area was less than 7 percent during 
the past year. Cities in the Mountain 
and Pacific States showed a fall of 
about 10 percent. The details ap- 
pear in the table on page 4. 

Of the cities with a million or 
more in population (according to 
the census of 1940), Detroit alone 
had a greater rate of decrease (10.8 
percent) in marriages from 1947 to 
1948 than the average for all cities 
of 100,000 or over. For New York 
City, the decrease was only 3.2 per- 
cent. Chicago experienced a drop of 
5.2 percent, Philadelphia of 6.3 per- 
cent, and Los Angeles of 8.2 percent. 
For the second successive year, mar- 
riages in Washington, D. C. fell at 
a rate above the average for large 
cities as a whole; the drop was 16.2 
percent from 1946 to 1947, and 9.4 
percent from 1947 to 1948. 
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Monthly Variation in Marriages in Large American Cities,* 


1940-1948 
(Daily Average Number in Each Month as Percent of Daily Average for 1941) 


PERCENT 5 
200 | | 





14-46] 4 





* Cities of 100,000 or more in 1940 
39 cities in 1940 
69 cities in 1941 to 1948 





s 


S 


150 |Congress Discusses +— Extensive Overseas M 














tee maw 


Draft Law of Armed Forces 








s 








lh 
CAN kee tL) LAB NEA 


#0 _ Ve. | i 
| it | q y \ ” Day Beginning of \ 
nai Large Scale 


Demobilization 






























































SOLMiLriiris ttt 
JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND JF MAM) JASOND JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND 
1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 946 





PERCENT CHANGE IN MarrIAGE LICENSES ISSUED IN CiTIEs oF 100,000 or More 
INHABITANTS,* BY GEOGRAPHIC Divisions. 1942 To 1948 Each CoMPARED 
WITH PRECEDING YEAR. (JANUARY THROUGH OCTOBER OF EACH YEAR) 

















Percent INcREASE (+) or DecrEasE (—) FROM 
PRECEDING YEAR 
Grograpuic Division 
1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 
Total United States............ +10.1 | — 46 | — 87] + 60 | +43.9 | —12.3 | — 86 
LC — 65 | —17.7 | — 7.3 | + 36] +525] —98]— 78 
Middie Atlantic... .....6.6ss000 — 44 | —10.0 | —11.4] + 62 | +59.2] — 9.1] — 5.1 
East North Centralt naeeinaes au — 7.0 | —11.1 | — 5.0 | + 9.8 | +65.7 | — 9.0 | — 8.0 
West North Central............ +25.2 | —10.3 | —24.6 | +10.0 | +51.6 | —15.6 | — 9.1 
POMGR PUMMMUAG. .... co.cc cece cccc +37.5 | + 3.7 | —12.1 | — 18] +21.7 | —19.2 | —140 
Kast South Central............. + 6.7 [+ 2.5 | — 40] + 38 | +419 | —18.4 | —22.3 
West South Central............ +40.0 | + 81} —10.5/ + 9} +29.4 |] —16.5 |] — 7.1 
Mountain and Pacific........... +53.7 | + 87] + 15] + 84] +13.2 | —149 | —10.4 





























Source: Basic data for 1944 to 1948 from reports of the National Office of Vital Statistics, data for 
prior years obtained by questionnaire by the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 


*In many instances, the basic data include the entire county in which the city is located. 
tExcluding Cambridge, Mass. tExcluding Indianapolis, Ind. 
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Accidental Deaths Decline Slightly in 1948 


CCIDENTS in 1948, it is esti- 

mated, brought death to about 
99,000 persons in the United States, 
or to a somewhat smaller number 
than in 1947, when the toll was 99,- 
600. Thus, the upward trend in the 
number of deaths from accidental 
injuries which began in 1945, and 
which continued through 1947, may 
be brought to a halt. The decrease 
in the number of deaths does not, 
however, fully measure the reduc- 
tion in accident mortality for the 
year, in view of the large increase in 
population. The improvement in the 
record over the preceding year is 
accounted for largely by the sharp 
drop in the number of persons killed 
in catastrophes. 

Home accidents again claimed up- 
ward of 34,000 lives, the largest 
number charged to any class of acci- 
dents. Similarly, motor vehicle fa- 
talities were about equal to, or pos- 
sibly a little below, the total of 
32,700 recorded in 1947. While not 
much more was accomplished than 
to hold the line, the record must be 
considered in the light of increased 
motor vehicle registration and 
greater automobile travel. In rela- 
tion to mileage, the motor vehicle 
mortality was probably the lowest 
ever experienced. 

An encouraging feature of the 
year’s record was a decline in the 
number of deaths from occupational 
accidents, despite a very high level 
of employment. Accidents in public 
places, exclusive of mishaps in which 
a motor vehicle was involved, like- 


wise took fewer lives than in the 
preceding year. Travel on scheduled 
airlines was safer in 1948 than in 
the year before. 

Catastrophes—accidents in which 
five or more persons are killed— 
were less frequent and took a much 
smaller toll of life than in 1947. 
Records compiled by the Statistical 
Bureau of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company indicate that up 
to the closing week of the year, 1,100 
persons were killed in catastrophes, 
or only about one half the total killed 
in the preceding year. Moreover, the 
record for 1948 was one of the best 
in the 12 years covered by the Met- 
ropolitan’s studies of major acci- 
dents. Fortunately, there were no 
disasters of primary magnitude dur- 
ing the year. It is an unusual year 
which does not witness the loss of at 
least 100 lives in a single disaster. 
Yet, the most serious catastrophes 
during 1948 were the flood in Ore- 
gon and Washington in May and 
June, which took about 50 lives, and 
the transport plane crash in Penn- 
sylvania in June, which took a toll of 
43 lives. 

Each of the principal classes of 
catastrophes, except military avia- 
tion and water transportation, 
claimed fewer lives this year than 
last. Outstanding was the sharp 
drop in the death toll from confla- 
grations, burns, and _ explosions, 
which together accounted for some 
600 fewer deaths than in the preced- 
ing year, when the toll was swelled 
by the devastating explosion and fire 
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AccipENTs TAKING 25 oR More Lives IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE 
UNITED STATES, 1948 




















DATE PLACE TYPE OF ACCIDENT ne 
May-June....} Oregon, Washington...... ers 2 oe, eta bs 50* 
7 re PGRRSVIVOING..... 20655565 Transport plane crash..... 43 
August 29... .| Wiscomgil. . 2.2... .00600% Transport plane crash..... 37 
March 19..... Ee eee CN ee eee 36 
January 28...) Califoriia. ..... 0.008500 Chartered plane crash..... 32 
jg | eae ee Navy launch swamping... 30 








*An approximate figure. 





in Texas City. But even if the cas- 
ualties from the Texas disaster are 
omitted from the total, 1948 still 
makes the better showing. Large re- 
ductions were also recorded in the 
number of lives lost in tornadoes, 
floods, and hurricanes; in civilian 
aviation; in mine and quarry acci- 
dents ; and in catastrophic motor ve- 
hicle accidents. 

Conflagrations, burns, and explo- 
sions accounted for one quarter of 
all the catastrophes, and for little 
more that one sixth of the deaths 
due to such accidents. Tornadoes, 
floods, and hurricanes, taken to- 
gether, were responsible for one 
tenth of the catastrophes, and for 
approximately one sixth of the 
deaths ; and the same proportions of 


accidents and deaths held for civilian 
aviation accidents. 

The table above lists in order of 
importance the catastrophes in 1948 
which exacted 25 or more lives. The 
six accidents of this magnitude ac- 
counted for about 228 lives, or for 
one fifth of all catastrophic deaths 
in the year. Of the six major dis- 
asters in 1948, five took place during 
the first six months; the remaining 
one was a transportation plane crash 
which occurred in Wisconsin on 
August 29th. It is noteworthy that in 
scheduled domestic air transport 


.service, there were only two large 


crashes in 1948 which accounted for 
80 deaths, as against four catastro- 
phes and 199 deaths of this type in 
the preceding year. 


The Vanishing Midwife 


HE proportion of American ba- 

bies ushered into the world by 
a midwife has been steadily decreas- 
ing. It is estimated that in the period 
just prior to World War I, about 40 
percent of the confinements in our 
country were attended by midwives. 
By 1935, when nationwide data first 


became available, the proportion had 
dropped to 10.7 percent. Since then, 
the trend of midwife deliveries has 
continued downward without inter- 
ruption, the proportion reaching an 
all-time low of 4.8 percent in 1947. 
The data for recent years appear in 
the table on the next page. 
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A variety of factors have been at 
work to relegate the midwife to a 
minor role. The number of mid- 
wives permitted to practice has been 
sharply reduced in recent years as 
more and more States established 
minimum requirements with respect 
to education and training, and made 
provisions for supervision and regu- 
lation of their practice. At the same 
time, physicians have become better 
trained and more skilled in obstet- 
rics and large numbers of them have 
specialized in this field. Hospitals 
have greatly expanded and improved 
their facilities and services, particu- 
larly under the stimulus of prepaid 
insurance plans. In 1947 alone, more 
than 3,000,000 babies were born in 
hospitals in the United States, rep- 
resenting five out of every six births. 
Underlying these developments has 
been the general rise in the economic 
status of the American people, so 
that increasing numbers can afford 
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to have medical and hospital serv- 
ices in maternity. 

Another factor which accounts for 
the virtual disappearance of the 
midwife from large sections of the 
country, is the passing of foreign- 
born women out of the childbearing 
ages. Years ago, immigrant women, 
following the customs and traditions 
of their “old country,” preferred the 
care of the midwife. She thus played 
a prominent role at the turn of the 
century in the large cities where the 
foreign-born population was con- 
centrated. In New York City, for 
example, 40 years ago midwives at- 
tended more than 50,000 maternity 
cases a year or 44 percent of all de- 
liveries. However, since then the de- 
mand for the midwife’s services has 
declined so rapidly that by 1947 mid- 
wives attended less than 7 of 1 
percent of the total live births regis- 
tered in that city. 

The midwife is disappearing from 





TABLE 1—LivE Birtus DELIVERED By MIDwWIVEs, 
UNITED StaTEs, 1935-1947 














NuMBER OF MIDWIFE DELIVERIES PERCENT OF ALL LivE BIRTHS 

YEAR 
TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE TOTAL WHITE | NONWHITE 

1947* 178,000 42,820 135,180 4.8 1.3 31.6 
1946 167,048 40,171 126,877 $1 1.4 33.8 
1945 167,805 41,128 126,677 6.1 1.7 37.3 
1944 178,520 45,975 132,545 6.4 1.9 39.0 
1943 192,715 50,886 141,829 6.6 2.0 41.7 
1942 196,061 54,470 141,591 7.0 y i 44.0 
1941 203,815 59,751 144,064 8.1 2.7 46.7 
1940 204,968 64,621 140,347 8.7 3:1 48.0 
1939 208,843 68,000 140,843 9.2 3.4 49.8 
1938 217,917 74,296 143,621 9.5 te 51.1 
1937 220,344 76,384 143,960 10.0 4.0 52.4 
1936 223,577 82,247 141,330 10.4 4.4 53.8 
1935 229,977 85,645 144,332 10.7 4.5 54.0 


























*Estimated. 
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TaBLE 2—NUMBER OF MIDWIVES IN 1947, AND PROPORTION OF LIVE BIRTHS 
DELIVERED BY MIpwIvEs IN 1947 aNp 1935, In Eacu STATE 
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PERCENT OF LivE BirTHS DELIVERED BY MIDWIVES 
















































































Source—Computed in the Statistical Bureau, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, from data on 
the number of births and midwives for 1947, supplied by the health departments of the 48 States, the 
District of Columbia and New York City; and for 1935, from Bureau of the Census, Vital Statistics— 
State Summaries, Vol. 2, Table I for each State. 


GEOGRAPHIC REGION | foer secondo 

AND STATE ~<a Total White . Nonwhite 
1947 1935 1947 1935 1947 1935 
TIMITMD CRATES. 0.500 ccc esses 21,700T 4.8T 10.7 1.3t 4.5 31.6T 54.0 
te ae t ss 4 ° 4 | 1.0 

ORES a ee meresre ne t a > 8 “ 2.5 ° 

New Hampshire........... 1 “4 R “ £ * * 

_ Sree 0 6 a ° A 5 * 

Piassachusetts....... 000505. 0 ” 3 ° ” ° ° 
Mhode Idland........ccseces 9 | a.7 Re 1.6 “ 3.8 
ee 22 1.6 " Ae 3 1.4 
Wiidale Atlantic. ..........00:60:06. 519 By | 2.4 | 2.4 4 1.9 
OS Serr 82 | 25 . 25 A 2.9 
De eee 161 s 6.6 RB 7.0 8 a3 
POMRSPIVOMIR:. 6.0.20 scccces 276 ? 8 ws 8 A A 
Hast North Central.......... D4 Al 1.0 i 1.0 4 9 
GE rig rere aheas: eres srareecetaued 450 - a ° a 4 Pe 
Ener eee oe 3 Re | a B oa 8 8 
| Sere eres 2 Al i? a 1.7 a B 
Ee errr t | 2.2 | 1.0 a 3.1 
eres z a 9 ws » RB? 1.3 
West North Central......... t AT 1.2 2t 1.1 3.9F 4.5 
II 6 ks. 6050-300 6 4mo:diana 28 | 1.4 : 1.4 6 2.8 
Ne cig Fhe as als waceed 0 ‘i a ” | od 1.6 
EOE POET 50 1.07 3.0 .6T Fe | 6.1T 7.0 
pS ere t a 1.4 : 1.4 2.7 1.6 
po t 5 4 3 3 5.8 1.9 

Is o.i5 0 5:00 :6:050-00 049 0 ° Re Ks | ° 4 
eer er ; ° s ° 3 © 1.9 
Seuth Atiantic........00.sccse 7,090 13.4 28.0 2.2 10.3 44.3 67.0 
NS ino oc can wimones 37 5.4 15.6 8 8.1 34.2 54.3 
ee ee ere 164 4.4 9.2 Oe 4.0 18.4 27.6 
District of Columbia....... 0 * all . “ ° Rs | 
- | rere 2,256 12.8 28.2 2.8 13.1 43.8 65.3 
a re 180 2.8 6.8 a2 7.1 Te 2.0 
Dlerth Casale... o2...060. 870 12.3 28.6 2.5 11.4 35.7 65.3 
South Carolina............ 1,549 28.3 49.4 2.0 12.0 63.4 84.2 
Sere 1,639 21.0 40.7 2.3 14.8 57.6 78.0 
NS ag A 6casesaaiave Avera bk 395 15.0 28.6 2.4 9.4 53.3 70.4 
East South Central.......... 6,663 16.9 29.4 4.7 3.7 52.4 70.5 
errr 1,237 8.1 19.5 8.3 20.0 4.7 10.8 
2 I ere 1,300 5.8 12.9 3.3 9.3 19.4 32.6 
a 56-05 5:56 4 0kw eke 1,740 21.7 36.4 3.2 12.6 56.8 74.8 
Co ree ae 2,386 35.9 50.4 2.3 9.2 68.1 84.9 
West South Central......... 6,059 11.5 19.0 5.7 9.2 37.8 62.2 
NN 1.2 35-516. 0-44 Ocha 3 1,319 15.6 25.2 1.9 8.3 62.3 79.2 
eer te 1,300 16.2 40.1 at 19.1 38.7 68.9 
6 sired 530.5500 180 2.0 4.0 4 2.2 15.9 25.5 
REAP eens area | 3,260 11.2 15.1 8.6 9.9 30.1 52.0 

| 

IN oisctsceaaicorncsnre's | 3 2 5.8 237 5.9 3.2t 4.3 
NN isi wie cassie ares ts 0 * 2.8 * 22 * 10.9 
Gl cei. ayaterinyatanesaiann.acs 2 : 6 A 6 4 8 

IDS ad Xia. 6s 0-0graavecaec | 0 . 3 * m . 
SRS Rear yrar ee 12 .6T 1.2 .6T 1.2 5T 8 
peor 318 11.2 23.0 11.5 24.0 8.8 1.0 
| Ey rea: t 2.6T 8.4 2.5T 9.2 3.0T 4.1 
ree ean | 11 pe | 1.6 ; 1.6 . 9 
ee ere ree 0 7 1.0 ” - a 5.1 
ere ee errr : 1 1.4 A 8 3 14.1 
cee, Oe 0 . 8 ¥ 4 ° 14.5 
OO I ee | t bal Ss . | 5 11.6 
NN oa oo a ace octies de 50 ma 1.7 = 1.0 4 14.2 

*Less than 0.05 percent. +Bstimated. tNot available. 
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an ever widening area of the coun- 
try. As may be seen from Table 2, 
in 1947 there were 15 States and the 
District of Columbia in which mid- 
wives either were not practicing at 
all or had delivered fewer than 0.05 
percent of the live-born. In 15 addi- 
tional States they attended no more 
than 1 percent of the deliveries. All 
30 of these States are located in the 
Northern and Western regions of 
the country. Midwife deliveries rep- 
resented only 0.14 percent of the live 
births in these areas last year; as 
recently as 1935, the figure was 10 
times as great. 

The demand for midwives has 
fallen off even more rapidly than 
have their numbers. As a result, in 
many areas of the country the aver- 
age midwife now does not attend a 
sufficient number of deliveries a year 
to retain her proficiency. To cope 
with this problem, New York City 
has recently tightened its regulations 
and, among other things, now re- 
quires the midwife to deliver at least 
three cases a year to qualify for an- 
nual relicensure. 

Although the midwife is stead- 
ily passing from the American 
scene—having decreased in number 
from 62,000 estimated in practice a 
quarter century ago to about 21,700 
in 1947—she has obviously not yet 
vanished. Her work is being more 
and more concentrated in the rural 
areas of the South, and especially 
among the Negro population. In 
1947, there were approximately 20,- 
200 midwives — 93 percent of the 
country’s total—practicing in the 18 
States of the South and Southwest 


STATISTICAL BULLETIN 


9 


(including New Mexico and Ari- 
zona, which are grouped with the 
Mountain States). Midwives deliv- 
ered 174,470 live births, or 13.8 per- 
cent of the total in these States, the 
proportion varying from 2.0 percent 
in Oklahoma to as much as 35.9 in 
Mississippi. In only three States— 
Kentucky, Texas, and New Mexico 
—do midwives now deliver more 
than five percent of the white babies. 
Among the nonwhite population, 
however, there are still eleven 
Southern States in which from one 
third to two thirds of the mothers are 


delivered by midwives. Indeed, of 


the 178,000 babies delivered by mid- 
wives in the United States last year, 
128,300 or 72 percent of the total 
were among nonwhite mothers in 
these eleven States. 

It is clear from these figures that 
even at this late date many American 
mothers do not have the benefit of 
medical attendance at confinement. 
Fortunately, the prospects are that 
the situation will improve as the hos- 
pital building program, particularly 
in rural areas, goes forward. In the 
meantime, the midwife remains in- 
dispensable in areas where medical 
and hospital facilities are lacking. 
Under such circumstances, the mid- 
wife should be adequately trained 
and supervised in order to safeguard 
the mothers and infants that come 
under her care. Great strides have 
already been made in this direction 
in recent years. The ignorant 
“granny” has increasingly been re- 
placed by a midwife who is trained, 
licensed, and controlled. Federal 
grants-in-aid to the States, provided 
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by the Social Security Act, have 
been of material assistance in raising 
the level of midwife practice. Al- 
though the midwife has undoubtedly 
become more efficient, she is never- 
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theless a vestige of an era that is 
past. Adequate medical care during 
pregnancy, childbirth, and after, for 
all American women is still the goal 
to be sought. 


Recent Publications of the Statistical Bureau 


HE following studies by the 
Statistical Bureau of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company 
have been published recently, and 
reprints of them will be sent upon 
request. 
1. “The Longevity and Mortality of 
American Physicians, 1938-1942.” 


Journal of the American Medical As- 
sociation, August 9, 1947. 


2. “Longevity and Mortality of Phy- 
sicians.” (Charts) Postgraduate Med- 
icine, September 1947. 


3. “Salvaging Damaged Lives.” The 
American Mercury, September, 1947. 


4. The School Child—Health Progress 
and Needs. 


5. “A Statistical Study of Cancer 
Among Diabetics.” The Milbank Me- 
morial Fund Quarterly, January 1948. 


6. “Mortality Study of Applicants for 
Insurance Given a Glucose Tolerance 
Test.” Transactions of The Associa- 
tion of Life Insurance Medical Direc- 
tors of America, 1948. 

7. Public Health and the Diseases of 

Old Age. 


8. “Relative Efficiency of the Open and 
the Confidential Method of Reporting 
Causes of Death.” American Journal 
of Public Health, June 1948. 


9. “Mortality of Medical Specialists, 
1938-1942.” Journal of the American 
Medical Association, August 21, 1948. 


10. “A Centennial of Public Health.” 
American Journal of Public Health, 
December 1948. 


. “Health Progress 1936 to 1945, A 
supplement to Twenty-Five Years of 
Health Progress.” (Available only to 
libraries and to specialists in medi- 
cine and public health). 
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8 CruDE DEATH RatEs* PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS From SELECTED CAUSES 
: INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING BusINESS—Weekly and Monthly Combined 
1s METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
1g NOVEMBER 1948 
or = 
al ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS* 
CausE oF DEATH Ry theca 
November | November 
194 1947 
1948 1947 1946 
for 
nce Ask, CAUERO—TOCA i, o.6.0:5. 5 0:5 /0s.4.0:4:00's 601.2 | 624.3 | 655.0 | 660.2 | 687.2 
cia- —Excluding war deaths...| 601.2 624.0 654.9 659 .6 674.7 
é - 
- Peubebh titee..... <<. +cicsdsscaees 01 | o1 | o1 | 0.2 | 0.2 
Ct SS IE pena ne net Memeo eNeAL x | x | 2 Be a 
of IE I ino 5k tn ce seessoseeseds 1 _ | _ Pm 
WHOGIINE COUBR. oo. oc. e sc cee cscee x | ee 3 J 6 
EINE scsi sates pasion ees a a = = .6 
and NIE eo ic anc sixes en's eo wiesiave 9 1.0 1.6 2.6 4.2 
ting Pneumonia (all forms).............. 15.5 18.3 20.8 21.6 24.4 
rnal Tuberculosis (all forms)............. 23.8 25.0 26.9 30.8 34.1 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system..| 21.7 23.4 24.4. 27.8 30.8 
Raa eer 5.3 OE | 6.2 6.7 7.4 
lists Acute NOHomyeltis... ... ccc cceses. 1.8 4 1.0 a 1.4 
vicon ee |) 105.5 103.1 112.0 107.6 105.0 
1948 i 21.8 22.8 23.4 23.4 23.3 
: Principal chronic cardiovascular-renal 
Ith.” CE ee ries <3 cs ce wee ie 281.3 279.9 | 307.9 | 305.5 304.0 
ralth Cerebral hemorrhage..,........... 55.0 $7.2 59.1 59.6 59.2 
‘ Diseases of the coronary arteries , 
and angina pectoris............. 69.8 67.5 75.5 71.0 64.9 
5. A Other chronic heart diseasest...... 127.8 125.7 140.5 140.1 143.1 
«sof Choemic maphritie................. 28.7 29.5 32.8 34.8 36.8 
ily to Diarrhea and enteritis............... 2.6 2.6 2.8 Ee 2.8 
medi- INNER 5. n.0 nein downs Sasinisaie da 2.6 2.6 2.6 3.0 3.3 
Puerperal state—total............... 2.7 3.0 2.4 3.1 3.3 
| RICE UE eee 6.1 6.8 6.7 7.0 fe 
CE ea sis anneinne sic ee 3.0 3.6 3.4 3.5 3.6 
RCCIDCRIS—BOEE «5.6 50sec cic cisaieess 37.8 42.7 40.4 42.8 46.5 
oa 6.9 6.9 9.4 9.0 9.8 
Occupational accidents. ........... 4.1 4.6 4.6 5.0 4.8 
Motor vehicle accidents........... 16.3 19.7 13.9 3.4 15.5 
War deaths (enemy action).......... — 3 . 6 12.5 
All other causes of death............ 89.7 105.6 95.8 96.7 102.5 
_ *The rates for 1948 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional estimates of 
lives exposed to risk. 
tInternational List (1940) titles 92, 93 (c), (d), (e), and 95. 
NoteE—tThe death rates in this table differ from the rates previously published on the basis of the 
Weekly Premium-Paying Business alone. 
Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 
addressed to: 
THE EprrTor, 
STATISTICAL BULLETIN 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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(vec) JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
947 7.2 66 74 7.2 68 63 63 59 61 63 62 64 
948 7.3 68 74 69 68 61 63 60 63 60 60 


Norg—The death rates in this chart differ from the rates previously published on the basis of the 
Weekly Premium-Paying Business alone. 
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